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1. Introduction
This Memorandum is an executive summary of the report New main lines – purpose and
overarching goals (2019:211). The full report describes the entire process of developing the
intended purpose and overarching goals, while this Memorandum only reproduces the
outcome: the agreed Goal Structure, Purpose and Overarching Goals for the new main lines.
The full report is available in Swedish.
Stefan Engdahl, Head of Business Area Market and Planning, established Goal Structure,
Purpose and Overarching Goals on December 10, 2019 (Trafikverket, 2019).
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2. Purpose and Overarching Goals for New Main
Lines
2.1. Purpose and Goal Structure
The Purpose and Goal Structure for the overall system1 consists of two levels (Figure 1):
 System level: the system of new main lines between Stockholm-Göteborg and
Stockholm–Malmö. This includes the Purpose and Overarching Goals.


Project level: Currently Ostlänken (The East Link project), Hässleholm-Lund and
Göteborg-Borås. The structure allows future projects/routes to be added. This
includes Objectives and Project Goals.

Figure 1. Goal structure for the new main lines.

1

The system refers to the new main lines between Stockholm-Göteborg and StockholmMalmö. The infrastructure refers to the parts being planned and built between JärnaAlmedal and Järna-Lund. The Programme New Main Lines (capitalised) refers to the
organisation within Trafikverket.
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The Purpose refers to the entire system of new main lines and is based on the transport
policy objectives and Trafikverket’s definitions of these through Trafikverket’s long-term
objectives, thereby creating consensus on what the system should achieve. The Purpose thus
provides a framework for the various projects within the system over time and geography
and provides guidance in strategic choices. The Overarching Goals intends to provide a
guide in planning, constructing, commissioning and operating the new main lines.
The Purpose and Overarching Goals are limited to the new main lines. Other effects
(positive as well as negative) such as releasing capacity on the existing main lines and other
infrastructure are not addressed within the stated goals.
The station locations identified by the National Negotiation of Housing have been used as a
prerequisite, with the exception of Mölnlycke, and Mölndal on the Göteborg-Borås route
(Trafikverket 2018a).

2.2. Purpose for New Main Lines
New main lines between Stockholm-Göteborg and Stockholm-Malmö will:


provide a substantial increase in capacity in the Swedish rail system and enable
punctual and robust rail services for people and businesses,



provide significantly shorter journey times by train within Sweden and between
Sweden and other European countries,



through increased accessibility and new rail connections, create positive
conditions for strong labour market regions and regional development,



promote sustainable travel and transport.

The Purpose is linked to Trafikverket’s long-term objectives and Vision 2030 (Trafikverket
2018b), which states that good accessibility is a necessity and needs to be developed within
the context of a sustainable society. The new main lines will improve inclusivity for
infrastructure and offer greater accessibility for both travellers and businesses. The
construction of new main lines will also contribute to increased growth and employment.
Furthermore, the new main lines are part of the national effort to create a fossil-free
transport system by reducing at least 70% of 2010 levels of greenhouse gas emissions from
domestic transport (excluding aviation) by 2030. The new main lines will also contribute to
making the entire Swedish infrastructure climate neutral by 2045. However, the major
impact will be a large shift from aviation once the new main lines are fully completed.
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2.3. Goals at System and Project Levels
The Overarching Goals at the system level focus on ensuring national interests that cannot
be fulfilled or achieved by individual projects on specific sections of new main lines. These
goals address the question about what is required of the system to achieve the Purpose for
new main lines between Stockholm-Göteborg and Malmö. Furthermore, the Overarching
Goals expand upon and itemize the Purpose, establishing a connection between them. These
goals also provide a framework, which the projects can be organized within to achieve
consistency between the them.
The goals at the project level focus on supporting the project in identifying, locating and
designing different solutions. This suggests that the Project goals will be updated and
change throughout the lifecycle of the programme. At the overarching system level, goals
focus on the system-wide infrastructure while at a project level the focus is on the local and
regional impacts such as environmental, regional growth effects among others.

2.4. Overarching Goals for New Main Lines
The Overarching Goals and their Definitions describes how the system will meet national
goals2 and achieve the Purpose by setting a common, shared ambition, creating a coherent
framework and establishing consistency across the projects and different elements of the
system.
There are eight categories of Overarching Goals and related Definitions:
•

Capacity and Reliability

•

Journey Times

•

Station Locations

•

Energy-efficiency and Climate
Neutrality

•

Landscape

•

Management of Natural
Resources

•

Health and Safety

•

Architecture

2

The transport political objectives (and definitions from Trafikverket), Vision 2030, Long
term goals and others from Trafikverket
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The Goals and Definitions for each of the eight areas are outlined below. The Definitions
will be reviewed over time, based on new understanding and the lifecycle of the
programme.
There will be an ongoing need to develop a process for assessing the balance between
achieving the goals against cost, national and regional benefits through active dialogue.
Routines for managing these processes have not yet been developed and no cost
estimates have been established for each goal within New main lines – purpose and
overarching goals (2019:211).
The eight Overarching Goals are arranged under a common unifying sentence that
defines their direction and the framework:
The new main lines will make a significant contribution to a long-term sustainable
transport system of the future, where the Purpose is achieved in a cost-effective way
with the support of the Overarching Goals in the following areas:
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2.4.1.

Capacity and Reliability

The new main lines will increase rail capacity by an increased number of departures
between:


Stockholm-Göteborg and Stockholm -Malmö,



national nodes3 along the lines,



national and international nodes4.

The new main lines will also enable reliable and punctual services which meets the
demand for traffic in the new main line system between Stockholm-Göteborg and
Stockholm-Malmö.
Definitions:
1. The number of high-speed train departures between Stockholm and Göteborg
should be at least 3 per hour during peak hour.5
2. The number of high-speed train departures between Stockholm and Malmö
should be able to be at least 3 per hour during peak hour.5
3. The number of high-speed train departures between Stockholm and
Köpenhamn should be able to be at least 2 per hour during peak hour.5
4. The number of departures between Stockholm and
Norrköping/Linköping/Jönköping should be able to be at least 5/3/3 per hour
during peak hour.6
5.

The number of departures between Göteborg and Borås/Jönköping should be
able to be at least 7/2 per hour during peak hour.5

6. The number of departures between Malmö and
Hässleholm/Värnamo/Jönköping should be able to be at least 4/1/2 per hour
during peak hour.5
7.

Passenger interchange with high-speed trains should be made possible in
Stockholm, Linköping, Norrköping, Jönköping, Borås, Göteborg, Värnamo,
Hässleholm, Lund and Malmö.

8. Passenger interchange with fast regional trains should be made possible for
other station locations.
9. The infrastructure should enable a punctuality of at least 95% (accuracy + 5
minutes) in the system.7

3

Stockholm, Nyköping, Norrköping, Jönköping, Värnamo, Hässleholm, Lund, Malmö, Borås, Göteborg.
International nodes primarily refer to Copenhagen, but by extension also cities such as Hamburg and
Cologne, which are hubs for European train traffic.
5
Refers to both directions. See Traffic layout 2035-2040 for more information.
6
Refers to both directions and with both high-speed and fast regional trains. See Traffic layout 2035-2040 for
more information.
7 The system refers to the new main lines between Stockholm-Göteborg and Stockholm-Malmö. The
infrastructure refers to the parts being planned and built between Järna-Almedal and Järna-Lund.
4
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2.4.2.

Journey Times

The new main lines will enable increased travel by train by:


significantly reduced journey times between Stockholm-Göteborg and
Stockholm-Malmö,



significantly reduced journey times between national nodes along the lines,



significantly reduced journey times to international nodes.

Definitions:
1. New main lines will enable a journey time between Stockholm and Göteborg of
02:05 hours (with direct service).
2. New main lines will enable a journey time between Stockholm and Malmö of
02:30 hours (with direct service).
3. New main lines will enable a journey time between Stockholm and Köpenhamn
of 03:00 hours (including stop in Malmö).
4. New main lines will enable a journey time between Stockholm and
Norrköping/Linköping/Jönköping of 00:55/1:05:00/1:45 with high-speed
trains and 01:15/01:30/--:--8 with fast regional trains.9
5.

New main lines will enable a journey time between Göteborg and
Borås/Jönköping of 00:30/01:00 with high-speed trains and 00:35/1:05 with
fast regional trains.8

6. New main lines will enable a journey time between Malmö and
Hässleholm/Värnamo/Jönköping of 00:35/01:20/01:30 with high-speed
trains and 00:40/--:--/--:--7 with fast regional trains.8

8

Definitions without a time indication means that the connection is not found in Traffic
layout 2035-2040. The number of stops included, in the journey time for each Definition,
can be found in traffic layout 2035-2040.
9 Regarding number of stops that is included in each journey time, see traffic layout
2035-2040.
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2.4.3.

Station Locations

Station location will enable a high level of accessibility and support increased
travelling by train.
Definitions:
1. Station locations will meet an increased demand for travel and/or enable
effective interchanges that supports a larger catchment area.
2. Station locations will be attractive from a whole-trip perspective and enable
effective passenger interchange between trains and other forms of transport.
3. Station locations will support a long term sustainable societal development.

2.4.4.

Energy-efficient Transport and Climate Neutrality

The new main lines will contribute to fossil-free and energy-efficient travel between
Stockholm-Göteborg and Stockholm-Malmö and between cities along the lines.
Emissions of greenhouse gases from the construction of new main lines should be
reduced over time so that sections completed in 2045 or later will be climate neutral.
Definitions:
1. The new main lines will contribute to a comprehensive shift from fossildependent and less energy-efficient modes of transport within the corridors
Stockholm-Göteborg and Stockholm-Malmö/Köpenhamn.10
2. Sections of the network that are completed after 2035 will achieve at least 80%
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.11
3. The construction of new main lines should clearly promote the development of,
and conversion to, a climate-neutral and energy efficient construction
industry.

10
11

Compared to 2014.
Compared to 2015.
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2.4.5.

Landscape

The new main lines will be adapted to the constraints of the surrounding landscape
and the development of that landscape over time. The aspiration for a diversity of
landscapes, nature and culture environments will be maintained or developed both
adjacent to the railway and in the larger surrounding area.
Definitions:
1. The new main line will contribute to maintaining or strengthening important
regulatory and cultural ecosystem services.
2. The new main lines will, as far as possible, provide for visible landscape
variation and maintain or strengthen the requirement to preserve, use and
develop established land use, cultural connections, patterns of movement, the
characters and features in the landscape.
3. The new main lines will, as far as possible, maintain a variety of cultural
environments and characteristics to contribute to good habitats and
strengthen the opportunity to interpret and experience cultural environments
in the landscape.
4. The new main lines will contribute to maintaining and developing the diversity
of species, ecological relationships and functions both adjacent to the railway
and in a larger surrounding area.

2.4.6.

Management of Natural Resources

The new main lines will promote a good long-term management of land, water,
material assets and finite resources.
Definitions:
1. The new main lines will contribute to maintaining or strengthening the
requirements of providing ecosystem services.
2. The new main lines will contribute to long-term sustainable use of ground and
surface water resources.
3. The new main lines will contribute to the long-term sustainable use of land and
land use based industries (agriculture, forestry and aquacultures).
4. The new main lines will contribute to the sustainable and efficient use of
valuable substances and materials.
5.

The new main lines will be designed to reduce waste and promote recycling to
the greatest extent possible.
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2.4.7.

Health and Safety

The new main lines will promote good health, both for those living in the surrounding
areas and for travellers.
Definitions:
1. The new main lines will promote active travel
2. The new main lines will contribute to eliminating fatalities and serious injuries
on state roads and railways.
3. The new main lines will contribute to eliminating exposure to harmful noise
from the railway.
4. The new main lines will contribute to eliminating the spread of hazardous
substances to the surrounding air, land and water areas.

2.4.8.

Architecture

The new main lines will be characterized by an exemplary architecture that clearly
contributes to sustainable societal development and creates conditions for attractive
long-term habitats.
Definitions:
1. The new main lines and stations will, based on the conditions of the location
and people's needs, create opportunities for attractively designed habitats.
2. The new main lines and stations will, based on the conditions of the location
and people's needs, create opportunities for an attractive and seamless
experience from a whole-trip perspective.
3. The new main lines will be characterized by a sympathetic overall order and
bring added value to their surroundings.
4. The new main lines will be characterized by a high architectural ambition and
quality, both in its entirety and in detail, making the best use of possibilities for
pioneering architecture where it is justified.
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