
Road Safety
Made in Sweden

A brochure about the camera system that 
makes Swedish roads some of the safest in the world.



These photos might never have been 
taken if it weren’t for our cameras

Facts for life 2 
Our Road Safety Cameras 

have reduced the average 
speed on Swedish roads 
with cameras by 5%. 

Facts for life 3 
The number of fatal accidents on Swedish 
roads has been cut by 30% on roads with 
our Road Safety Cameras. 

Facts for life 1
Speed kills!



Facts for life 5 
More than 70% of Swedes have a positive 
attitude towards our Road Safety Cameras.

Facts for life 6 
The number of speeding offences on roads with 
cameras has been reduced from 55% to 15% on 
roads with a speed limit of 70 km/h thanks to our 
Road Safety Cameras. 

Facts for life 4 
Our Road Safety Cameras save up to 20 lives a year. 
In addition, they spare 50 people from serious injury. 



Technically our system 
 is State-of-the-art 

But the success really has more to do with behaviour science 

The better roads, the faster you can 
drive. The faster you can drive, the 
quicker you´ll arrive – whether it´s 
to a business meeting, a wedding, a 
birthday party for your 4 year-old 
daughter, a reunion with your old 
class mates or a date with the love 
of your life. That´s how we usually
reason. However, the equation 
“speed saves time” includes one 
factor that really can change every-
thing. Speed also kills!

The relation between speed and 
death is a well known fact for most 
people – but it´s also a well known 
fact that facts make us think, and 
emotions make us act. So, to change 
the behaviour of millions of car driv-
ers we had to address their feelings.

Sweden ś new lifesavers!
Our Road Safety Camera System is 
technically State-of-the-art. The fully 
automated camera includes a track-
ing radar system for measuring rates 
of speed and it is specially designed 
to meet the needs of a modern, 

computerized information system. 
But the success actually has more 
to do with the concept behind the 
technique. 

The key success factor is that people 
– on the roads as well as in the
authorities – understand, accept 
and respect the system. The system 
was launched with a campaign that 
did not involve technique at all. We 
presented the cameras as Sweden´s 
new lifesavers. And now, we know 
for sure that more than 70% of 
Swedes have a positive attitude 
towards our system.       

The camera itself has become an 
icon for a new way of working.

We don t́ count speeding 
offenders. We count lives.
You can actually talk about a “Swed-
ish way” of handling road safety. 
To begin with we have a “Vision 
Zero” decided by the government. It 
means that our work aims to reduce 
the number of traffi c fatalities and 

serious injuries to zero. And when 
it comes to supervising the traffi c 
there are two things that separate 
our thinking from solutions in most 
other countries.        

1) Our system of Road Safety
Cameras is jointly managed and
operated by the Police and the
Swedish Road Administration.

2) Our objective is not to fi ne
drivers, our objective is to
save lives.

A new way of thinking, 
a new way of working.
In many ways our Road Safety 
Camera System breaks new ground. 
In fact, it even breaks fi rewalls! It 
represents a unique cooperation 
between the Swedish Road Ad-
ministration and the Swedish Police 
in handling the system. The system 
itself also represents a tailor-made, 
information system including all 
authorities involved. The computer 
system is a “centre of intelligence”, 
that has access to all necessary data 



bases, including the road traffi c 
registry, which supplies society with 
information about vehicles and 
driving licences. All with the aim of 
achieving the “Vision Zero”.

A unique operation 
of co-operation.
The Swedish Road Administration is 
responsible for the set up, opera-
tion and maintenance of the fi x ed 
cameras and for the data traffi c . 
The Police handle the activation of 
the fi x ed cameras, and deployment 
of mobile cameras that reinforce 
the system. They are also respons-
ib le for investigating the speeding 
offences recorded. This work is 
managed by a special Unit located 
in Kiruna in the north of Sweden. 
There are about 60 personnel from 
the Swedish Police handling 250 000
cases a year. To secure the quality of 
collaboration these authorities 
operate as a common Council, 
where every issue concerning the 
management of the system is being 
addressed and discussed.

An icon for a new way 

of working with road safety.



We have put life-saving in system 
The Swedish Road Safety Camera System really is a fully automated system, but implemented and supervised by pro-
fessional people within the Swedish Police and the Swedish Road Administration. The system not only takes photos of 
speeding offenders, it also measures the traffi c fl ow and registers the time and speed of passing vehicles. This provides 
the authorities with important information for developing road safety even further.

2. The sign
A traffi c sign, before each measuring point, informs the 
driver of the location of the camera.

1. The road
Most of the fi xed Road Sa-

fety Cameras are placed 

on national roads with 

speed limits of 70, 80 

and 90 km/h. In 2013
there were 1 100 
cameras, covering 

3 000 kilometres 

of roadway which 

represents 10% 

of the traffi c fl ow 

on the national 

network. 

3. The camera
The specially designed camera 
includes a measuring system, a camera, 
a fl ash and tracking radar and is directly linked 
to the Police. It only takes a picture if a speeding 
offence is detected. 



Datum 
Tidpunkt 

Mätplats Uppmätt hastighet 
Riktning 

Skyltad hastighet 
Radar

2009-06-08 
17:35:16.1 

12001010 
57 km/h 

Kommande 
50 km/h 

923658050000

Operatör: Test/Pelle

7. The penalty
If the driver is convicted, 
the penalty is a fi ne. In 
certain cases of dangerous 
driving the driver´s license 
can be withdrawn.

4. The picture
The picture of the speed-
ing offender, including information about 
time, place and speed, is immediately, and 
automatically, sent to the Police.  The investigative 
work is supported by a customized computer 
system, with access to numerous offi cial records 
and registers.

5. The investigation
The picture sent to the special investi-

gation unit in Kiruna is processed manually. The 
preliminary investigation starts by running a check 
in different registers. In Sweden the driver of the 
car, not the owner, is responsible for the traffi c 
offence. The picture of the driver is compared 
with his passport and/or driving license. If the 
photo is a match with the passport or driving 
license the Police determines whether or not 
there is suffi cient evidence to proceed.

6. The letter
An information document  with a pic-
ture and measurement data, is sent to 
the suspect, for admission or denial of 
guilt. If the driver cannot be identi-
fi ed a request is sent to the owner 
of the vehicle for infor mation 
about who drove the vehicle 
when the picture was taken. 



The situation in Sweden is special in many ways. 
It is an elongated country with heavy traffi c in the 
big cities and relatively low traffi c intensity in other 
parts of the country. To achieve nationwide coverage, 
at reasonable costs, you have to develop and use 
modern techniques. 

With a minimum of staff, we handle more than 
250 000 cases annually. But the most important
aspect is that we all year round save people’s lives 
and reduce the risk of serious road traffi c injuries.

Sweden is a small country. 
But our work with Road Safety 

has no borders

KIRUNA

Stockholm

Malmö

Göteborg

For more information about The Road Safety Camera System Made in Sweden, 
please visit the following websites: 

www.trafi kverket.se           www.polisen.se

Swedish Police
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