Upgrading the E18 Hjulsta–Kista
Today the E18 between Hjulsta and Järva Krog is a busy
European road with about 50,000 vehicles passing every
day. It is also one of Sweden’s most accident-prone roads
with commuters, heavy vehicles and lokal traffic all sharing
the same traffic space.
On average there are some 40–50 accidents per year
on the stretch of road between Hjulsta and Kista, most of
which occur on or near the 16 intersections.
In addition, the road is a barrier between residential
areas and the recreation area, called Järvafältet.
Construction has been discussed since the 1960s. One
of the major advantages of the current reconstruction

is that local traffic will be separated from transit traffic.
Consequently, the traffic will flow more smoothly and
there will be fewer accidents.
New pedestrian and cycle crossings between the residential
areas and Järvafältet will replace today´s narrow tunnels. The
new crossings will be wider, lighter and safer.
The work started in 2009 and is estimated to be
completed 2015. When finished, the E18 between Hjulsta
and Kista will have a motorway standard with two lanes
in each direction and a local road between Hjulsta and
Rinkeby. The junction at Rissne will also be rebuilt.

Safer intersections
Grade-separated intersections, known as interchanges, will be constructed along the E18 between
Hjulsta and Kista. They will replace the present
intersections and traffic lights. Grade-separated intersections reduce the risk of accidents and enable
a smoother flow of the traffic.
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Safer, faster and better

After the E18 has been reconstructed and the many intersections and traffic
lights have been removed, motorists will pass through faster. Calculations show
that commuters will save up to five working days every year in travelling time as
a result of the constructions. The number of accidents will decrease when the
conventional road intersections are replaced by grade-separated intersections.
Journeys within the area will be made easier thanks to the new local road between
Hjulsta and Rinkeby, which will separate local traffic from transit traffic.

Better living
environment

There will be less noise in the area, both indoors and outdoors, after the road
conversion. Noise barriers will be constructed along large stretches on both sides
of the road, both out towards Järvafältet and in towards the residential areas.
The passages at Elinsborgsskolan and across Igelbäcken will be improved
when new bridges are built. At present the road runs along an embankment at
Elinsborgsskolan and there is a dark, narrow passage leading to Järvafältet. The
new road will run on long bridges and the passages to Järvafältet will be open
and wide.

E18 – an important
road through an
expanding region

The road passes through an expanding region and the five local municipalities
concerned have major plans for the future. For expansion to be possible,
communications in the area must function better than today. The reconstruction
of the E18 is an important part of these plans.
The E18 is an important transport route through Sweden and is being
improved in many places. The road is one of the links European road network
which starts in Belfast in Northern Ireland and ends in St Petersburg in Russia.

View of the grade-separated intersection at Ärvinge. Existing and planned buildings in
Kista can be seen in the background.
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• A
 new alignment of the E18. Enköpingsvägen between Rissne and Järva Krog is no longer part of the E18. Instead, the
E18 runs northwards as far as the E4 at Kista Interchange.
• A
 new local road between Hjulsta and Rinkeby separates
local traffic from transit traffic.
• The E18 runs through two concrete tunnels at Tensta and
Rinkeby. Each tunnel is 300 metres long. At Tensta, 220 metres
of the local road is also decked over. There are plans to build
housing on the top of the tunnels.
• Many new bridges will be constructed, the largest bridges are
over Igelbäcken, by Elinsborgsskolan and over Spångadalen.
• New passages between residential areas and Järvafältet.
• N
 oise barriers on both sides of the road along large parts of
the stretch of E18 between Hjulsta and Kista.
• Six grade-separated intersections.
• A total of 9 kilometres of motorway.
• A
 ll storm water from the road will be treated before being
discharged into different watercourses. At present, there is
no such treatment.

View showing the E18 passages near
Elinsborgsskolan. The view is towards
Järvafältet from Elinsborgsskolan.
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Challenges during
the construction period
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The reconstruction of the E18 between
Hjulsta and Kista will continue for a
long time over a large area and along
the entire stretch of the road. The
works will affect road users and people
living in the area, not least by the many
traffic diversions. Reconstruction of
the road will also require rock blasting
work.
Between Hjulsta and Rinkeby a
temporary road has been built to be
used during the construction of the new
E18. The road has noise attenuating
asphalt to decrease sound levels from
traffic and disturbance caused to the
nearby residents. This temporary road

will later on be reconstructed into a
local road.
The previous pedestrian and
cycle way along Järvafältet are used
for construction traffic since a new
pedestrian and cycle way has been
constructed along the road.
The passages between Järvafältet
and the residential areas will be moved
during the construction period, and
new signs will indicate the right route
to take.
You can read more about current
work and traffic deviations at
www.trafikverket.se/e18
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